RE Big Questions for each Year Group

These are questions which you may choose to base your lessons on, or encourage your children to ask. There will be many more for each section, these are just a start. Some |
have lifted straight from the syllabus, and some are my own ideas based on each unit. Do not feel like you have to use all of them! They are supposed to contribute to a

deeper, more investigative approach to RE.



Year 1

1.1

Why do we celebrate festivals?

What do the stories mean? Why do we
keep telling these stories?

Which festivals do you celebrate — what
do they mean to you?

What are you thankful for?

How do you try to be generous?

What difference does it make when we
are generous and thankful?

How can we tell when people belong to
different religions or believe something
different to us?

How can we live together kindly when
we are all so different?

What does respecting others look like?

1.2

Do stories from different religions say
the same things about how we should
behave?

Who am I? Where do | belong?

Who cares for me?

Who do | care for? How does it show?
What happens when

people are cheerful, honest, kind,
thankful, fair or generous,

and what happens when people are
unkind, ungrateful,

untruthful, unfair or mean?

Why is being caring important?

Why is being kind important? How can
we teach other people that being kind
is important?

1.3

Why do Christians tell these stories?
Where do they come from?

What do you think they mean to
Christians?

Why is Jesus important to Christians?
Christians believe that Jesus was God
come to earth. What do you think?
Can you spot the hidden meanings in
these stories?

What are the people in these stories
like?

What values/important things can you
see in this story? How do you think
Christians might behave because of
this?

Can you show me (in a drawing/acting
out) the most important part of this
story? Why is it the most important
part?

Should Jesus have gone to the house of
the tax collector Zacchaeus? Why did
he?

Why do Christians feel sad on ‘Good
Friday’? What happened after Jesus
died, at Easter?

1.4

Which symbols and artefacts did you
see on our visits? Why are they there
and what do they mean?

Which special events happen at a
church or a synagogue?

Have you ever been to a church or
synagogue? Why or why not?

Why do some people go to church and
others don’t?

Are some of the symbols in different
religions similar? What do you notice?
Can you believe in God or be spiritual
and not go to a building? Do you think
you can see God in nature?

What is your idea of a ‘sacred space’?




Year 2

2.1

What does a good leader look like?
What makes someone inspiring?
Who inspires me and why?

How does a good leader make a
difference? What about a bad leader?
How did the leaders in the stories
behave? (Jesus, Moses, Peter) What
were they like?

What are your favourite wise sayings?
Why?

What does it mean to be wise?

Do you know anyone really wise? What
makes them like this?

What difference would it make if
people followed your wise saying?
How do people show they follow a
leader?

What do Christians do to show they
follow Jesus?

How do Christians celebrate their
leaders?

What was your favourite part of the
story? What does that show about
good leaders?

2.2

What do Jewish people believe about
God?

What is the Jewish (and Christian) story
of creation?

What is Shabbat and how is it
celebrated?

Can you spot the links between the
story of creation and the celebration of
Shabbat?

What does the creation story tell us
about looking after the world?

What are your ideas about God?

2.3

How do religions celebrate belonging?
Which groups do you belong to? Why is
belonging to a group important? What
effect does it have on the people
around us?

Why does belonging matter?

Can you be a good member of different
groups?

Who belongs in a church?

Does the building belong to God?

Who am I? Where do | belong?

How do we all belong together?

Why is it important that we all follow
the golden rule, even if we don’t belong
to areligion?

How do we see this golden rule in our
school? Which values does it link with?
What do you think Christians mean
when they say they belong to God?
Which ways of belonging matter most

2.4

Why are these stories important to
Jewish people (and Christians)?

What good qualities do these
characters have?

Do they make mistakes?

Is it ok to make mistakes? Why did God
forgive them?

What is special about the Torah? Do
you have special objects or books? Why
are they special?

What do you think about these
characters? Why?

What does this tell you about what
Jewish people believe about God?
Which is your favourite story? Why?
Which story do you think might be most
important to Jewish people?







Year 3

3.1

What difference does it make to be a
Christian?

How does being a Christian affect the
celebrations of Christmas and Easter?
Why might it be different for Christians
to celebrate Christmas and Easter?
Why are the festivals of Pentecost and
Harvest important to Christians?

How do Christian people’s beliefs
about God, Jesus, the world and others
have impact on their lives?

What does the church do to put the
teachings of Jesus into action? Can you
think of any examples in our
community?

What do Christians believe about God?
What different views do we

know about the beginnings of life on
Earth?

Did God make us all, or are we an
accident?

Is Genesis 1 a story about human
nature or about how the world was
made?

Where do we come from?

What was there before the Earth?

3.2

How do Muslims pray?

Why do Muslims pray?

Why do people talk to God?

What makes some prayers or rituals
special? Why?

How would your prayer time feel if you
were/are a Christian, Muslim or from
another faith?

What are some of the things people do
when they pray? Why?

How do the community get involved in
prayer?

What does prayer mean to people?
What does it mean to me?

How, where, when and why do people
pray?

Why do some people pray every day,
but other people not at all?

What do | want to find out about
prayer?

What do | believe about God?
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Where do people worship?

Why do people worship?

Why do people worship in particular
buildings?

Why are they special?

What would you include in a religious
building? Why?

What do these buildings say about
God?

What can we tell from these buildings
about the people who worship here
and the god they worship?

What do these buildings tell you about
Muslim/Christian/Hindu beliefs?
What do the buildings tell you about
the people who worship here?

What do you think makes these
buildings special?

What happens in holy buildings?

Why do we need religious buildings?
What emotions do we feel in holy
spaces? Is the whole earth really a holy
space? Can people get close to God in
holy buildings?

3.4

How do beliefs connect to stories in
different religions?

Where can you spot different beliefs in
these stories?

Who inspires you? Why?

What makes a person inspiring or a
role model?

How are these leaders similar? How are
they different?

How do stories help us to remember?
Who shows courage?

What can you learn from these stories?
What values do you share?




Year 4

4.1

Why do some people think life is like a
journey?

Where do we go?

What do different people think about
life after death?

What do you believe happens when
people die? Where do your beliefs
come from?

What are some of the main points on
your journey of life?

Do you think everyone will go through
the same points on their journey? What
might affect the points you go through?
How does what someone believes
about what happens when we die,
affect how they live now?

What have been your key milestones?
What makes them meaningful to you?

Year 5

4.2

What is special about going on a
journey?

Why might you go on a journey?
Why do people go on pilgrimages?
How might a pilgrimage help you to
understand your beliefs/religion?
Why might a pilgrimage with lots of
other people be special?

What is the difference between a
pilgrim and a tourist?

If you visit a place that is special or
spiritual but not connected to a
religion, how is this similar or different
to a pilgrimage?

How might a pilgrimage change you or
your beliefs?

Where would be a spiritual place for
you to visit? What do you think you
would gain from going there?

What are the similarities and
differences between pilgrimages in
different religions?

4.3

Why is music important to Christians?
Does this music create a sense of calm,
excitement, the presence of God? Why
might people use worship music in
church?

Why do Christians use verses from the
Bible in their worship songs?

What do the songs tell you about
Christian beliefs?

How do the lyrics express worship?
How might music create a sense of
worship?

How do these pieces of music make you
feel? Why?

Why do we like music? Why does it
matter to us?

If you were to write a playlist on spotify
or tik-tok called ‘spiritual’, what songs
would be on it? Why?

How has the music Christians use to
worship changed over the years? How
is it different in different churches?
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How do Hindus celebrate festivals?
Who do Hindus worship and why?
How is this similar or different to my
beliefs?

Which festivals do | celebrate? Why and
what do they mean to me?

Can you spot deeper meanings to the
festivals? Can you see themes such as
darkness and light, good and evil?
How are Hindu festivals linked? What
common themes do they have?

Why are these festivals important to
Hindus? Can you see some similarities
to festivals you celebrate?

How do the community get involved in
festivals? Why do we celebrate
together?

What do you think about on festival
days?

5.3




What made this person a leader?

Do these people only inspire those who
follow their religion, or others as well?
Why or why not?

What is it about this person that makes
them inspirational?

How do leaders provide wisdom and
inspiration?

What have these inspirational leaders
got in common?

Do we all need role models?

Why do the lives of inspirational people
matter? What does it change?

What can we learn from these great
and inspiring leaders?

What might it change for us?

What matters most to Christians in
their religion?

What is the meaning of Christmas?
What do Christians believe about God?
What do | believe? Why?

Why do Christians put so much
emphasis on forgiveness?

How would Christians deal with
someone who has done something to
upset them? What does the Bible say?
What does communion mean to
Christians?

Why do Christians worship God?
Applying Christian ideas to: What is fair
and unfair? what is fair and unfair? Why
do people fight and cause pain?

How do we know what is good?

Can people learn to be more generous?
Which is most important to Christians —
Christmas, Easter, Pentecost or
Eucharist?

How are salvation and forgiveness
linked for Christians?

How does someone’s religion make a
difference to the way they live? Can
you give some examples?

Why do different religions have
different ideas?

What do the different religions think
about what God is like? What is the
same and different?

Why is it important to ask questions
about belief and faith?

Why is it important to be able to
discuss different ideas?

What do | think about God and faith?
Why?

How can | show respect for people
whose ideas and beliefs are so different
to my own?

How are religious and spiritual beliefs
expressed in art and architecture?
How are religious and spiritual beliefs
expressed in charity and generosity?
How do different religions put their
beliefs into action?

Can you build a beautiful house for God
and still say you are doing as much as
possible for the poor? What is more
important?

Why are religious buildings important
to people of faith?

What do you think of the idea that
worship leads to charity?

Can you see how peoples’ beliefs
influence their ideas of helping others?
Can you see how a beautiful building
might help to develop someone’s faith
in their religion?

How do art and architecture express
religious ideas?

How do religious charities express
spiritual ideas? Is it important to
express spiritual ideas in both worship
and action? How, and why?

Do we need religious buildings to hear
God’s word about poverty?

Do you treat others as you would like to
be treated?

Would you be involved with a charity?
Why or why not?

Would the world be a different place if
everyone followed the ‘love your
neighbour’ wisdom? Would it always be
possible?
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Year 6

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4




Why is the Bible consistently a best
seller?

Why have religious texts survived for so
long where others have disappeared?
Do religions teach similar things?

Why are these texts seen as sources of
wisdom?

Where do you find wisdom to live by?
Where do my moral codes come from?
What wise words do you live by?

How do you know what is right and
wrong?

Do you think non-religious people can
draw wisdom from religious texts?
Why do we need wisdom?

If you had the last piece of paper in the
world to write some wise words on,
what would they be?

Where do you think the words in the
bible come from? What do you think of
the idea that God inspired them? What
does this mean to Christians?

What is my community? Why is it
important?

How do | know which religions are
present in my community?

What does the religious make up of my
community look like? Why does it look
like that?

Is my community diverse?

What would it be like without these
religions? Would it make a difference?
Where do my moral codes come from?
Whose rules do | follow?

How can we become more respectful?
How can society become more
respectful?

What do different religious texts say
about respect? How does this affect our
community?

Why do things like peace, respect and
harmony matter?

How do we build a peaceful/stronger
community?

Why might people from different
religions be involved in looking after the
planet?

Is it only people who are religious who
might do this?

Who sets up charities?

Why might people set up a charity?
Does it make a difference if someone is
religious?

Do Christian, Hindu, Muslim... etc
beliefs mean they are likely to set up
charities to help others?

Should religious people do more to help
the poor/vulnerable? Whose job is it?
Why are there charities? Should there
be?

If these charities didn’t exist what do
you think would happen?

What do you believe? How does it
affect your actions?

What does persecution look like?

How can people who are persecuted
respond?

How can we be ‘upstanders’?

How can we help to prevent
persecution?

Have | ever experienced a form of
persecution?

How might it feel?

Why do people persecute others?

Why does God allow suffering?

What do Christians say about suffering?
Who is responsible for suffering?
Where does persecution start?

What makes people resist persecution?
Why do we need to remember these
events?







